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M. D. Sam Smith Receives Paladin Award
Encino, Ca. (June 12, 2008) — M. D. Sam Smith, of Genesis SmithBenton, today received the prestigious Paladin Award at the annual meeting of LAAHU (Los Angeles Association of Health Underwriters). 
The Paladin Award honors the LAAHU member who has most:

· Contributed “directly” to the Association

· Provided service and assistance to others within the Association and industry

· Acted as a leader who challenged others to aspire to greater goals and understanding

· Provided leadership, coaching and assistance in more than one discipline (education, legislation, marketing, sales, community outreach, etc.) 

· Provided leadership over a period of time indicating a long-term commitment

Sam Smith is recognized statewide as an expert in employee benefits, and has been called to testify in front of the California Senate Health Committee on a variety of subjects, including consumer protection. He is very active in the political arena, interacting regularly with elected officials regarding pending State and Federal legislation. California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and State Senator Shiela Kuehl both sent representatives to the presentation of the Paladin Award to read statements of congratulations and appreciation for Sam’s commitment to health care reform. 
Sam Smith was presented this award for his tremendous leadership, legislative and community outreach successes, including chairing LAAHU’s most successful sales conference to-date. The 2007 LAAHU Sales Conference hosted the Presidents of the Canadian Medical Association, Dr Brian Day, the American Medical Association, Dr William Plested III, and the California Medical Association, Dr Anmol Mahal together discussing the current status and the future of healthcare in both countries. This timely and newsworthy event was attended by close to 800 attendees, 16 elected officials, 11 news representatives, and was reported on in media outlets around the world. 

“The Paladin Committee felt that Sam Smith without a doubt demonstrated the leadership and dedication that this award was designed to recognize,” said Joan Bumgarner, Immediate Past President of LAAHU. “With his inspirational leadership of our local chapter and his dedicated involvement with many community organizations, Sam has proven his commitment to and passion for California’s health care consumers, this industry and the Association of Health Underwriters. He was a clear winner for this award.” Starting July 1, 2008 M. D. Sam Smith will be the Vice President of Public Affairs for the California Association of Health Underwriters, and currently serves as the President of the Los Angeles chapter of the Association of Health Underwriters.
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